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A 20-year history
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General variables
• In "major events" elite walkers (Top) represent the
absolute majority if only because the achievement
of the standard is quite rigid and difficult

• In "national events" elite walkers (Top) represent
a minority (40%?)

• In the "major events" the judgment is entrusted to
the leading judges (most important event = best
judges)

• In «national events», at times one must be
satisfied, for various reasons, with a less
homogeneous and consistent jury.



Webinar 21Mag2020

20 years of history of "Major Events"
• The "facts of Sydney" with the media prominence
of the DQ of Segura after the arrival forced the
IAAF to partially re-think the rule that the "Chief
Judge should not judge" because his work could
have been influenced by that of his colleagues
during the race

• Thus was born what we know today as the "rule of
the last 100m" which did not exist until then

• In essence, the Sydney race was judged like many
others; the only negative was the late DQ of two
athletes leading the race
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Metz international conference 2009
• To remedy this kind of inadequacy and in order to favor
the athlete, it was decided that the international judge
should always show the yellow paddle to the athlete
before sending the red card of disqualification except in
three cases

1. When an athlete breaks the rule in an obvious way
gaining an undue advantage

2. When an athlete breaks the rule in the last part of the
race and showing the yellow paddle would result in an
undue advantage

3. When the Chief Judge uses his "special power" to
disqualify an athlete in the last 100m.
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Major events vs National events
• The measurement parameter is given by the
"average consistency" of the period

0,44 0,38
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The great Italian 
problem today is 
the overestimation 
of the red cards for 
bent knee
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IAAF Challenge – Taihu (CHN) - 20Ott2019 
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Red cards for bent knee
overestimated?

• We all know that in the current walking style, the
leg only extends just before contact, and
assessing that moment is very difficult visually.

• It is very easy that the visual perception of the
bent leg remains in the judge's retina until after
the moment required by the rules (vertical) when
the leg was actually quite extended at the
moment of contact.
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Do we accept this diversity of opinion 
compared to international colleagues?

• If we want our athlete to present himself calmly at his
international events, the answer is obvious: no, we cannot
and we must not!

• The judge cannot only look at the "consistency" index to
find out if it has performed well. It must primarily distribute
tranquility, security, justice and democracy!

• If the judge continues to judge with criteria other than
international ones, but if, above all the comparison with the
technicians will not be such as to contribute to reaching a
mutual understanding of what the international judgment
model is, the possibility of doing together will end
something interesting for the athlete's help.
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The future ahead

• A future of technical and judgmental situations to be
assimilated and not easy to manage is expected
before us;

• All aimed at maintaining race walking within those
limits of greater comprehensibility towards the outside
world that today were perhaps a little tarnished;

• We must have courage in facing these situations to
understand that race walking needs clarity and
credibility that we must all seek honestly together. The
athlete's good is not done by defending him
"regardless" as well as "judging him without
comparison".



Webinar 21Mag2020

What do we have to do?
• What we have to do is therefore to continually
confront and try to clarify ourselves even if at times
the comparison is very difficult or useless

• We must not be renouncing and refractory to
changes; we owe it to our athletes, and to race
walking that needs, today more than ever, to be
understood and supported not only by
professionals

• This time if we want to save the specialty we really
need courage, and also vision for a better and
sustained future!
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Thanks for the attention


